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LOUISVILLE CONFERENCE 



AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF LAW LIBRARIES 



The twelfth annual meeting of the Amer- 
ican Association of Law Libraries was held 
at Louisville, Ky., June 22-26. Representa- 
tives from fourteen states were in attend- 
ance. Two separate sessions and two joint 
sessions with the National Association of 
State Libraries were held. 

The Hon. Edward T. McDermott of 
Louisville opened the conference with a 
cordial welcome and a most interesting 
talk on the value of library service. He 
was followed by the Hon. William Marshall 
Bullitt, of Louisville, who gave an informal 
talk on commissions, in which he offered 
his services to a committee if one should 
be formed for compiling a list of all the 
commissions in the United States. Mr. 
Bullitt's offer was eagerly accepted, and 
Mr. A. J. Small, state law librarian of 
Iowa, was made the chairman of the new 
committee. 

The first separate session was presided 
over by President Luther E. Hewitt, li- 
brarian Philadelphia Bar Association, who 
gave as his official address a resume of 
events in the life of the Association and 
in the law library world, during the ten 
years just past. In the absence of Dr. Ed- 
win R. Borchard, law librarian and pro- 
fessor of law at Yale University, his paper 
entitled "Recent developments in interna- 
tional and municipal law," was read by 
Mr. Edwin H. Gholson of the Cincinnati 
Law Library. Dr. Borchard analyzed the 
present status of those phases of the law 
and refuted the charge so often made that 
their principles to-day are inactive. Mili- 
tary service at Fort Madison prevented 
Mr. J. T. Fitzpatrick of Albany from giving 
his paper, "Printed cases on appeal." Mr. 
Summer York Wheeler, librarian of the 
Essex County (Mass.) Law Library, read a 
paper, "Present day law libraries and their 
service to the community at large." Mr. 
Wheeler confined his talk to the county law 
libraries of Massachusetts and gave a very 
vivid and interesting description of his 
work. 

It was hoped that Mr. Louis B. Wehle, 



of the Louisville Bar, would open the sec- 
ond separate session with his address on 
"New forces and the law," but a sudden 
call to Washington on military business 
prevented him. Mr. Frederick B. Crossley, 
librarian of the Northwestern University 
Law School was unable to be present at the 
meeting and had been prevented by stress 
of work from completing his paper on 
"Criminology," which, however, will appear 
later in the Law Library Journal. The 
ever important subject of instruction in 
legal bibliography for the law student was 
presented by Miss Mary S. Foote, librarian 
of the New Haven County Bar Library, in 
a masterful paper entitled, "Need for col- 
lege instruction in the use of law books." 
It is hoped that Miss Foote's paper and 
the reports of Mr. F. C. Hicks, law li- 
brarian of Columbia University, as chair- 
man of the Committee on legal instruction, 
will result in bringing before the law 
schools of the country the need for such 
instruction. The round table on "Valua- 
tion of a law library" was ably conducted 
by Judge Charles B. Seymour, of Louis- 
ville, in the absence of Miss Susan A. 
Fleming, whose serious illness prevented 
her from attending the meeting. Mr. 
Andrew Mettee, librarian of the Baltimore 
Company of the Bar, gave a carefully pre- 
pared discussion of the subject. It was 
learned with regret at this session that, 
owing to the unusual demands made upon 
the Carnegie Institute by war conditions, 
the publication of Mr. T. L. Cole's bibliog- 
raphy of session laws, which it was hoped 
would be undertaken by that body, has 
been postponed. At this session also, hav- 
ing learned that an act for reprinting the 
session laws of Illinois was awaiting the 
governor's signature, the Association sent 
a telegram to Governor Lowden conveying 
interest in the passage of such a bill. 

The program of the second joint session 
was concerned in the main with matters 
of interest to state libraries and law li- 
braries as a part of state libraries. A re- 
port which had been looked forward to 
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with interest by members of both associa- 
tions was that of the Committee on na- 
tional legislative information service, Mr. 
George S. Godard, state librarian of Con- 
necticut, chairman. This report concerned 
itself with the "Official index to state leg- 
islation." After untiring efforts on the 
part of the committee and unsolicited gen- 
erosity on the part of Mr. F. W. Allen in 
subsidizing the undertaking, it was found 
necessary to discontinue the work for 1917. 
It is hoped to revive it in 1918, when the 
expense of publication will not be so great, 
owing to the fact that comparatively few 
legislatures meet in that year. The com- 
mittee was continued with an expression 
of appreciation for its services. 

Resolutions of appreciation were ex- 
tended to the American Library Associa- 
tion for their courtesies; to the National 
Association of State Libraries for their 
helpful collaboration; to the Louisville 



Committee on Arrangements for the many 
pleasures bestowed during our stay; and 
to the speakers whose papers formed the 
foundation of our conference. 

The following officers were chosen to 
serve for the year 1917-1918: 

President, Edward H. Redstone, Social 
Law Library, Boston, Mass. 

First Vice-President, Edwin H Gholson, 
Cincinnati Bar Library. 

Second Vice-President, Miss Susan A. 
Fleming, Louisville Bar Library. 

Secretary, Miss Elizabeth Beal Steere, 
University of Michigan. 

Treasurer, Mrs. Maud Barker Cobb, State 
Library, Atlanta, Ga. 

Executive Committee: Officers of the 
Association, and Luther E. Hewitt, Phila- 
delphia Bar Association; C. Will Shaffer, 
State Law Library, Olympia, Wash.; 
Franklin O. Poole, New York City Bar 
Association. 
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FIRST SESSION 

The ninth annual meeting of the Spe- 
cial Libraries Association was called to 
order at 10 o'clock on the tenth floor of 
the Seelbach Hotel, Louisville, by the 
president, Dr. C. C. Williamson, librarian 
of the Municipal Reference Library of 
New York. Mr. Lee read an address by 
Matthew Brush, president of the Boston 
Elevated Railway Company, entitled "The 
so-called librarian's real province." This 
was printed in Special Libraries for June. 
"The business library as an investment," 
by Paul H. Nystrom of the Interna- 
tional Magazine Company, was an unusual 
contribution to the field of library econ- 
omy. It was an excellent address as to 
the practical value of a business library 
figured from the view point of a business 
executive. The last paper of the session 
was by J. E. Fitzgerald, chief of the edi- 
torial division, Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce, Washington. In his 
talk on "A government system of filing 



commercial information," Mr. Fitzgerald 
described the work of his department and 
how the filing of the Daily Consular Re- 
ports and other publications is handled. 
Discussion of the morning's program fol- 
lowed and E. E. Judd, also of the Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, said a 
few words regarding exhibits of foreign 
goods which the bureau intends to send to 
manufacturers who are interested in 
foreign trade. 

SECOND SESSION 

The second session was devoted to the 
general topic "Qualities and training neces- 
sary for business librarians." Josephine 
A. Rathbone of the Pratt Institute School 
of Library Science read the first paper 
on "Library school courses as training 
for business librarians," and reviewed what 
library schools are doing for such training. 
Ralph L. Power, of the College of Business 
Administration of Boston University, was 
the next speaker, who took as his subject 



